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ABANDONMENT SENTENCES ARE

FOREVER

AND, HOW THEY BE EFFECTIVELY SUPERVISED BY THE
COURT.
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IS PROBATION A GOOD OPTION?

1. How long do probated sentences last?

2. Isit helpful to an aband i that the defendant has
to also pay $30-$50 per month In supervision fees?

3. How will the probation officer handle the case if the defendant Is
“just a little” in arrears?

4. Does the defendant become a needle in the probation haystack?

S. What happens In later years after the probation expires?

ALTERNATIVE:

WHAT, INSTEAD OF PROBATION,
YOU SUSPEND A 12 MONTH
SENTENCE ON CONDITION THE
DEFENDANT PAYS HIS/HER
CHILD SUPPORT AS ORDERED?
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WHO SUPERVISES THE SUSPENDED
SENTENCE?

* Probation?

» Child Support Recovery?
* Your clerk?
* The judge?

WHERE AND HOW MUCH DO THE DEFENDANTS
PAY?

* 1.ifthe Defendant s already under an order to pay through CSRU, then
they pay that amount there.

*  2.if the Defendant is under a valid child support order to pay directly to
the reciplent, they pay that amount through the clerk’s registry.

* 3.Ifthere is no prior child support order, the Defendant can either be
ordered to sign up with CSRU and begin paying there, OR you as the
sentencing court can order an amount to be pald. CAVEAT: if you elect to
set the amount, you are bound by all of the Child Support formulas,
established by faw.




ACCOUNTABILITY

REGARDLESS OF WHERE THE DEFENDANT
PAYS, THEY MUST REPORT TO COURT ON THE
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH AT 9:00 A.M. TO
SHOW PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE
TERMS OF THE SUSPENDED SENTENCE.
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WHAT HAPPENS AT THE CHILD SUPPORTING
REPORTING CALENDAR?

1.1f the defendant is current on his/her payments, they are simply given
their next report date,

¢ 2.ifthey appear and are not current, we Immediately know and can

either; a) “suggest” to the defendant to take remedial action by the next
reporting date, or b) serve the defendant with a motion to revoke the
ded lly to be heard at the next child support

calerndar.

¢ 3.Ifthe defendant falls to appear, an arrest order Is Issued. When the
defendantis d he/she is brought to court and served with a motion
to revoke.

WHAT HAPPENS AT A REVOCATION HEARING?

1. The defendant can be ordered to remain on a suspended
sentence, conditioned on compliance with remedial
conditions.

2. The defendant’s suspended sentence can be revoked, but
can be ordered to be re-suspended on payment of the
arrearages.

3. The defendant’s suspended sentence can be revoked.




MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION:

1. The Soilcitor's office accesses the printout from CSRU on those cases.

2. Reclpients may come to Court Sessions to give information.

3. Defendants often bring thelr payments to Court,

4. if ail goes well, reporting is stopped after one year has elapsed from the
t h , the suspended ins in fuli force and

effect and Is subject to revocation in the event of non-payment.

5. Some defendants have to report for several years.

6. Defend: are ali  to “skip” hs if they are current

7.Hf an income Deduction Order is put in place, the defendant may be

allowed to skip reporting.

8.The average number of cases on a reporting calendar ranges from 10-
18. Each report takes an average of 2-3 minutes.
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BOTTOM LINE:

1. There is an effective, long term vehicie to enforce chiid support

with a ingful criminai sent
2, Very little court time or resources are used.
3.N il is quickly add d

4. Victims feel they have the “backing” of the court system.

5. Use of the “Sword of Damocles” (the threat of jai) Is maximized in a
way unigue to the misdemeanor system.

6. All money pald goes for child support.

7. Probation resources are reserved for those on probation.

8.N diai parents ity enter or vter their chil ’s lives.

JUST REMEMBER:

While you may not be able to get blood out of
a turnip, you never know for sure until you cut
it on both ends!




